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1. Overview and Main Outcomes (approx.250 words) 
 

The evolution is a subject of broad interest and a vitally important field for 

understanding biological organisms. However, as laboratories working on evolution 

are located scattered through Japan, opportunities for beginners such as 

undergraduate students and high school students to learn about “what organisms 

are studied” and “from what perspectives” in Japan are limited. Therefore, we 

organized a seminar where researchers working on a broad range of organisms 

introduced their respective studies. This aimed to introduce a wider audience to 

the broad scope of evolutionary biology and also to inform the career choices of 

undergraduate and graduate students. Presentations were given by Assistant 

Professor Katsura from Kyoto University, Associate Professor Igawa from Hiroshima 

University, Assistant Professor Uesaka from Tohoku University, and Professor Niimi 

from the National Institute for Basic Biology. They introduced diverse research 
covering to a broad range of species, including amphibians, birds, and insects. 

These methodologies encompassed gene expression and population genome analysis, 

chromosome dynamics, Evo-Devo, and the experimental exploration of genetic bases. 

Participants included a diverse range of individuals, from high school students 

to university faculty members and people working outside academia. Including the 
Q&A session, non-specialist attendees gained an impression of the broad scope of 

evolutionary biology , while specialist attendees found it an opportunity to gain 



 
new perspectives. Furthermore, through the career introductions, introduction of 
the speakers' laboratories, and presentations of their latest research during the 

lectures, undergraduate and graduate students were able to obtain information 

about career choices that would be difficult to obtain elsewhere. Moreover, by 
publicizing the Young Researchers' Group's activities and welcoming new members 

to the Slack channel for communication, the seminar contributed to developing a 

community of young researchers in evolutionary science. 

 

 

Please attach any images* of the meeting, pdfs of the program, etc. We will post 

them on the RCIES website. (* Please get permission from the people in the image 

in advance.)  

 

 

 

プログラム 

01/17 

14:00~14:05：Seminar overview and important notes  



 
14:05~15:05：Lecture and Q&A session (speaker : Assistant Professor Katsura) 
15:05~15:20：Break 
15:20~16:20：Lecture and Q&A session (speaker : Associate Professor Igawa)  
16:20~16:30：Q&A throughout the seminar and announcements 

~16:45：Closing 
 

01/18 

14:00~14:05：Seminar overview and important notes  
14:05~15:05：Lecture and Q&A session (speaker : Assistant Professor Uesaka)  
15:05~15:20：Break 
15:20~16:20：Lecture and Q&A session (speaker : Professor Niimi)   
16:20~16:30：Q&A throughout the seminar and announcements  

~16:45：Closing 
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